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were founded was that the local maker was no longer
to be the judge of what was good sterling metal MB
work was to pass an approved test, and was to be
verified by being stamped with his own mark and
with one under the control of the mayor and governors
of the city and borough. They In turn with the
master of the mint " if such there be " were to put a
mark distinctive of the place where the assay was
made. Later years saw the procedure modified a
good deal and varied in the several towns, but the
principle has been maintained right down to modern
times,
Mueli earlier, however* than the days of Edward
the First the goldsmiths of London wort* so wealthy,
and so strongly established as an associated body, that
its word went: for law in the craft. A very early
reference to the Goldsmiths occurs tinder elate of 1180,
when, with other groups of traders, they were lined
for assuming rights and privileges without Royal
Licence* Several so-called fl adulterine " ftHKocuitious,
among them the goldsmiths, were arraigned fined
by King Henry the Second, but those qualified to
express an opinion, on the scanty evidence available,
suspect that the lines were never collected. Tlia old
gildsmen were usually as crafty of brain m they
clever of hand, and probably the King'**
that enacting and extracting differed           in
than in orthography*
In 1275 Gregory de Rokcsby, a                   was
assay master of the mint* and the              the
which stood then on a site,        by         in        ** Old
Change*1 near Cannon Street and within a
throw of St. Paul's Cathedral   Edward the First had